William N. Veach 
2238 Loch Lomond Drive 
Vienna, Virginia 22l8l 
Hm Ph: (TO 3 ) 938-T6T3 
15 October 1990 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 


I've just finished revamping the Die Variety Classification Index, to 

include the four previously unpublished Newman variety sets - listed on 

page 18 . Three of these you sent to me as the Merkin, New Netherlands, and 
the stack's sales byproducts. The fourth is the 28-N variety set I referred 
to when I last spoke to you about Bob Vlack's 1976 sale of his collection by 
New England Rare Coin Auctions. 

I hope that we are nearing some point in time that we will "cut off" 
and go with what we have. Of course, we will have to review and edit that 
which I've completed. I hope you have some time to go over this material 
and make what ever recommendations you may. 


**************** 


On another subject, I realize that you possibly have limited use for iror 
Generation Newsletter. But, it is coming along rather well. In fact, I hope 
that Mr. Brunk joins the group. In addition, I've had three of the dealers 
(Jack Beymer, Bob Vlack, and Mike Ringo) editing the "BULLETIN BOARD" which is 
a listing where each member ( you, too) will be able to buy and sell amongst 
ourselves on a listing of coins and paper currency. There will be two basic 
categories: I - FOR SALE items and II - WANTED items. The dealers will most 
likely be the major listers of items for sale. That's fine, because it is 
actually a service to the remainder of the members to have additional access 
or exposure to small and private collections (20 to 120 coins) that many of us 
would otherwise never have a chance to acquire. And we know pretty well who 
we are now dealing with. I hope that a good many of Virginia Halfpennies are 
available. Two collections have already been available to some of us via Bob 
Vlack and Mike Ringo. 

Now, if you noticed in my Newsletter #2,1 sprung a pretty hard line on 
the group about "Newman variety sets." And I'm just beginning. I accept 
them. These gentlemen accept them. So, now it's time to go "hands on." 

What this BULLETIN BOARD allows me to do, is to put into practice your 
"Newman variety classifications," live. As we buy and sell the 1773 Virginia 
Halfpennies, each instance requires the accurate interrogation and application 
of the Newman variety characteristics of all variety sets, over and over. 

They are accepting them. When I distributed 7 mint condition originals 
of your 1956 Monograph with perfect plates, they ate them up. They needed it. 
They wanted it! And they paid for it. 


New subject - I've recently begun corresponding with Mr. Gregory G. 

Brunk (Phone: unlisted, for now). He apparently (according to his master 
disk file) has not seen, firsthand, a 1773 Colonial Virginia copper Halfpence 
which has been counterstamped, either. Although, he still has to go through 

his files on single letter punches - which is where I figure he "would" 

most likely find them, if any do exist for him. 

Unfortunately, he had to leave town for a week on personal business. 

I'm very much interested in this one subject. He admits that while he 
has written on just about everything else, that he hasn't touched on the 
subject of the Colonial American coppers and countermarkings. It appears to 
be the one area that he hasn't written on. And it should prove to be the 
most difficult, by far. I told him that it needed to be done and that I 
thought he was the only one to do it "right." 

He admits that it looks like he will do it some day. Inevitably. And he 
agreed with my guess that why he hadn't begun before this was the apparent 
lack of specific examples upon which to draw meaningful relationships to the 
period involved. He will have to know explicitly about each copper coinage 
and that will be one Hell of a learning job that can't be just brushed over. 
Those little details will become the most significant aspect to revealing all 
the romantic and historic implications of the crude, simple countermarks of 
Colonial America. The Virginia Halfpenny species seems to be the very rarest! 

When he has to untangle all the various Colonial copper coinage issues, 
in order to establish "what began where and when," I have very delicately 
pointed out that the 1773 Colonial Virginia copper Halfpence is the very 
"centerpiece" of all these historic coppers and the very first legal American 
copper coinage to surface in the British colonies. 

So,"perhaps" the 1773 Virginia Halfpence will find its rightful place 
among the historic Colonial copper coinage issues, finally. 

If Mr. Brunk should happen to contact you and ask your opinion on writing 
such a book, I certainly hope you would point the dear chap "in the right 
direction." 

Oh, by the way, Brunk already has 22 Colonial countermarked specimens, 
just no Virginia's, yet, as far as he knows. I've got two, now. This is a 
sufficient place to start a book, if I may say so. Afterall, these Colonial 
countermarks "are" supposed to be rare! 

Keeping in touch. 


Enclosure: Sincerely, 

Variety Sets (22 pp.) 



William N. Veach 


CLASSIFICATION OF DIE VARIETIES 


OF 

1TT3 - COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


UPDATE — 1991 

OF; COINAGE FOR COLONIAL VIRGINIA 
AND 

ADDITIONS TO COINAGE FOR COLONIAL VIRGINIA 


Written by: 


ERIC P. NEWMAN (ANS) 


FOREWARD 


As an avid admirer of the tremendous foundation that Eric P. Newman 
has established in the realm of the colonial Virginia copper halfpenny, I 
offer a salute to him as the "Godfather" of this vanguard among colonial 
coppers, the very first authorized and legal coinage in America. Copper 
coins will always stand tall as the rootstock of l8th and 19th century 
monetary growth. However, it is the research and persistent revelations 
of intimate detail and variety that earmark this work for posterity. 
Moreover, its revelancy to colonial establishment of a much needed medium 
of exchange assures it of enduring beyond the meager mintage specimen 
survivors of the Virginia halfpenny. 

These old coppers represent over 2 centuries of survivorship. They 
are infinitely beautiful, artfully designed, and rare beyond Just their 
current market values. Due to the "melting pot" these colonial coppers 
are fewer in numbers than even their original dwarf-like mintage levels. 
Many of these coins, of approximately one inch in diameter, have seen 
hard times and honest labor while being handled by the very men who 
fought and defeated the colonial-day "Limey's", drafted the American 
Declaration of Independence, and composed the historic and politically 
unique Constitution of the United States: Ben Franklin (known for saving 
his pennies), Patrick Henry, and George Washington, Father of this great 
Nation. 

The greatest intrigue of these little 217 year old coppers is the 
wide range of minted variety sets that evolved from 1773 British minting, 
a profession still in its infancy. With each variety, comes differing 
design details that promote characteristically distinct identities. The 
varieties make the colonial Virginia copper halfpenny a most collectable 
specimen. Mixed match sets, an obverse matched with two or more totally 
different reverses, and vice versa, lead to speculation of scarcity of 
that set due to the "reasonable physical limitations" of the production 
level of any given die before being retired due to striking damage. 

This is where Eric's spotlight reveals to us the mysteries of the 
Virginia halfpenny. This 1991 update to his earlier monographs has long 
been needed to collect all the various developments into one volume. 

I will be forever grateful for his sharing these insights. Afterall, it 
is he who has shown us that "variety" is indeed the spice of life! 


William N. Veach 

A Newman Disciple 
Vienna, Virginia 


CLASSIFICATION OF DIE VARIETIES 
OF THE 

1773 - COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


*** MAJOR DIE VARIETIES *** 

There are both major and minor die varieties of the 1773 colonial 
Virginia halfpence (halfpenny). The major difference on each obverse is 
the existence, or lack, of a period after "GEORGIVS". On each reverse, the 
major difference is in the number of harpstrings found on the coat of arms 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia. There are either 6, 7, 8, or 9 strings 
on the harp. 

The dies for the coinage of the colonial Virginia halfpenny, being 
products of the London Tower Mint, were sharply and professionally cut, 
probably by either Richard Yeo, chief engraver, or Thomas Pingo, second 
engraver. There is one pair of dies which is unusually perfect, is 
designated as Newman variety set I-A, has a proof-like surface, and is 
found struck on large planchets of 135 grains, 52 planchets to the pound. 
Whereas, the weight of all other planchets struck for circulation was 
only between 105 and 128 grains, or 60 planchets to the pound. The I-A 
planchet is 1 1/8 inches in diameter, whereas, all other coin planchets 
range from 66/6Uths to 6l/6Uths of an inch. One of these I-A pieces 
found its way to the Virginia colony, via John Norton, as a sample of what 
the colonists could expect as to design and quality of minting. It is not 
clearly reflected if the planchet size was ever designated as an oversized 
sample, due to the absence of the proper size planchet cutter required to 
produce 60 planchets per pound, as approved by the Crown. This I-A half¬ 
penny has been improperly referred to in the past as a "Virginia penny", 
but more correctly should be described as a "trial Virginia halfpenny", on 
an Irish halfpenny planchet. Its principal variety design features which 
distinguish it from all other varieties are the small 7's in the date on 
the reverse. It is a very scarce variety. 

On all the obverse dies, the bust of George III was developed from 
reproductions of one master puncheon, as was the Virginia coat of arms on 
all the reverse dies. The process of making a hand-cut master puncheon 
with which to sink a matrix, was used at that time to make as many 
production punches from a matrix as were needed. In making dies, the 
production punches were used and the master puncheon was not in danger 
of breaking. Generally, the same number and letter punches were used for 
cutting the legends into all production dies, yet varying positions of 
the letters and figures gave rise to the many minor die varieties. 


*** MINOR DIE VARIETIES *** 

In classifying varieties of the colonial Virginia coinage, the Newman 
Index has grouped the dies so that the minor varieties are subdivisions of 
the major varieties. As to the obverse dies with a period after GOERGIVS, 
it can be noted that "the distance between" each pair of the 3 periods is 
measurable in 6iiths of an inch. No two different (numbered) obverse minor 
varieties have the same combination or set of these three measurements, in 
predetermined order. 


CLASSIFICATION OF DIE VARIETIES 


*** MINOR DIE VARIETIES *** 

The first measurement is made from the center of the period after "S" 
in GEORGIVS to the center of the period after the third "I" in III. The 
second measurement is made from the center of the period after the third 
"I" in III to the center of the period after "X" in REX. And the third 
measurment is made from the center of the period after "S" in GEORGIVS to 
the center of the period after the "X" in REX. This unique set of three 
measurements will identify exactly which obverse it is. Note: great care 
should be exercised when measuring halves of a 64th of an inch! However, 
in case of an error a mismatch will inevitably occur within the cross¬ 
indexing of the matched minor die varieties, time will tell, and Newman's 
Index will lead to closer examination and finally a correct classification 

As to the obverses with no period after "S" in GEORGIVS, there can 
only be a single measurement between the center of the period after the 
third "I" in III and the center of the period after the "X" in REX. This 
measurement is critical, for accuracy. There are so few die variables 
involved with a single measurement that the basic difference is only a 
1/2 64th of an inch. Even so, there are identical measurements for 
several obverse die varieties with "no period". Hence, the period type 
of variety characteristic does not, alone, classify a die variety. 

The only exception to the above sequence of identification is the 
"new" or yet "undiscovered" variety type: an obverse only with a known 
reverse, or a reverse only with a known obverse, or a totally new set 
of obverse and reverse. Either of the first two cases will drive one 
mad trying to match that which doesn’t exist. The third case becomes 
obvious more quickly since nothing matches within the Index. And then, 
one suddenly realizes that they have something very special - - - a 
"new", that is perhaps, undocumented colonial Virginia halfpenny 
variety or variety set. This is what makes numismatics really exciting. 

If true, it should be properly documented for posterity. 

The Crown let the contract in May, 1773. The I-A sample specimens 
were struck immediately afterward. The die maker seems to have begun 
creating the dies used for striking coins for actual circulation in late 
June and throughout July (while awaiting the overdue arrival of the 
smaller planchet cutter) he made many 7-string harp reverses in order to 
do his part of being ready to complete the entire job. While the die 
maker may have originally thought that those completed dies would be 
enough to finish the contract, continuing problems with die breakage and 
low mintage levels for many of the die varieties caused him to make the 
8-string harp reverses during late August. And with disasters occuring 
with a few of the varieties, in September an urgency to finish the job 
caused the 9-string harp reverse to be created. However, it is possible 
that just before its completion, the use of a revitalized reverse "B" 
with 6 strings and the obverse # 5 (previously matched with reverse "Z" 
with 8 strings) allowed the job to be finished in mid-September, without 
needing the use of the 9-string harp reverse "RM". 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DIE VARIETIES 


MINOR DIE VARIETIES *** 

The actual reason for the unusual variable in the original design 
of the coat of arms, submitted to the Crown by the Virginia colonists, 
is yet unconfirmed, but in January, 1990 it was theorized that the die 
maker took it upon himself to insert this variable and used the number 
of harpstrings on any given reverse as a personal "mark" to indicate 
the exact calendar month in which he had actually created each reverse 
die, during the course of that contract. Of the two reverses with 6 
strings, only the "B" die variety was used to strike coins actually 
intended for circulation. Many T-string harp reverses were created, 
just five with 8 strings, and only one with 9 strings, which seems 
never to have been used to strike a single coin. 

The niimber of minor die variety characteristics on both the 
obverses and the reverses are many and somewhat unique. These minor 
die variety characteristics are made up of the misaligned and 
different sized letters and numbers in the legend, as well as, small 
variations in the very details in the actual design of the obverse or 
reverse. 

For example: realizing that an obverse has no period after "S" in 
GEORGIVS, merely places it as one of 13 out of 22 such known obverses, 
including the experimental "I" variety. Therefore, to determine which 
of these 13 the particular obverse is, it becomes necessary to match 
each of the unique characteristics of the specific obverse with each 
variety listed in Newman's Die Variety Classification Index. Since 
there are no two obverses alike, a precise identification will be made. 

As to the reverse dies, the major varieties are grouped by the 
number of harpstrings. There is one large leaf on the right side 
extending out to the first "I" in VIRGI and a large leaf on the left 
side extending out to the "A" in NIA. On the Virginia coat of arms, 
the horizontal member of St. George's cross is referred to as the 
"horizontal divider". A unique subvariety is established by extending 
the vertical shaft of the "I" in NIA, resulting in a line across the 
coin so that it would appear to slope down or up or be parallel, 
relative to the horizontal divider. 

With the aid of this Index, it is even possible to correctly classify 
halfpennies that have some unidentifiable characteristics due to damage or 
heavy wear. As long as there are enough "unique" characteristics that are 
not to be found, in combination, in any other variety, a positive match 
can be made. 

Although the exact shape of the periods on the reverses is not always 
circular, and some may appear as lumps or dashes because of recutting at 
various stages of a die's lifespan, these die variety characteristics are 
not felt to be consistent enough to be relied upon as a basis of minor die 
variety distinction, significant enough to be worthy of Indexing. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DIE VARIETIES 


*** DIE VARIETY SETS *** 

While major die variety details help to catagorize an obverse or reverse 
in a preliminary manner, only through close examination of all minor die 
variety characteristics can the exact variety set be accurately classified. 


Classifying a variety set becomes easier once either the obverse or the 
reverse is positively identified. Then the number of possible matching die 
varieties is normally limited to those cross-indexed in the Index, unless a 
new, previously unidentified variety is found. And, some surprises may still 
exist among the many unclassified lower grade specimens held for many years 
by owners that have absolutely no knowledge of "variety” characteristics 
among the colonial Virginia copper halfpennies. These obscure coppers 
continue to surface through coin auctions and estate sales. 

The following Index describes 25 obverse dies and 26 reverse dies which 
are found combined to constitute 32 die variety sets. The matching die 
obverse(s) or die reverse(s) are cross-indexed in the extreme right column to 
indicate all possible match sets for each die variety known. 


DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


OBVERSES, with "no period" after "GEORGIVS": 

6Lths in. With 

OBV. # ". to ." Characteristics Rev. 

****** ********* ***********************************^t************ ***** 


29 Planchet is large, weighing 135 grains and its 
diameter is standard 1 1/8 in. All features 
unusually perfect. Sharp strike, proof-like 
surface. Full denticles. First G is low. 0 
is high and nearer E than R. Second G and V 
are higher than baseline. Ill is perfectly 
spaced. Period after I is at center and mid¬ 
way between I and R. REX is perfectly spaced. 
Period after X is below center and nearer X. 

29 1/2 Planchet diameter (true for "all" except "I") 
is small. First G is low. 0 is nearer E than 
R. Top of S is weakly formed. Top of second I 
in III tilts left and is parallel to first I. 
Period after I is much nearer I than R. E in 
REX tilts right. Period after X below center 
and midway between X and curl. X is near curl. 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


OBVERSES, with "no period" after "GEORGIVS": 


6i4ths in. 

OBV. § to ." Characteristics 

****** ********* ********************* 




With 

Rev. 

***** 


3 30 G is distant from E. 0 nearer E than R. R tilts F 

right. Base of first I in III is low. Baseline LI 

of third I higher than that of R. Top of third I 
tilts left. Period is at center and is midway 
between I and R. E in REX tilts right. Period 
after X is above center, midway between X and curl. 

h 30 1/2 E in GEORGIVS is nearer 0 than G. 0 and R are G 

lower than baseline. Top of S is weakly formed 0 

on some specimens. Second I in III tilts left P 

and appears parallel to first I. Period after 
I is at center and slightly nearer I than R. E 
in REX tilts right, but is nearer R. Period 
after X is at center and midway between X and 
curl. Curl is very weakly stxnick - - - unique. 


5 31 E in GEORGIVS is low. 0 is nearer E than R. G B 

is high. Second I in III is high, tilts left. Z 

Top of third I in III tilts left. Period is 
centered, midway between I and R. Letters of 
REX are distant. E tilts slightly right and is 
nearer R than X. X is near curl, with period 
above center and almost touches curl. 


6 31 1/2 0 in GEORGIVS is high. Second G is nearer I X 

than R. Top of second I in III tilts left and 
is nearer top of first I than third I. Period 
after I is above center and nearer R than I. 

Letters of REX are distant. E is nearer X. 

Period after X is centered and midway between 
X and curl. 


T 31 1/2 First G in GEORGIVS tilts right causing base to D 

appear low. R distant from 0 and tilts right. 

Second G and I are high. Also, second G has a 
distinct die defect: a large period inside the 
curved base. I and V in GEORGIVS are larger. S 
is distant from V. First I in III tilts left. 

Period after I is above center and midway between 
I and R. Letters in REX are quite distant. E 
tilts right and is nearer R than X. X is very 
near the curl. Period after X is above center 
and is midway between X and curl. 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


OBVERSES, with "no period" after "GEORGIVS": 


6i+ths in. 

OBV. # ". to ." Characteristics 

****** ********* ************************************************ 


With 

Rev. 

***** 


8 31 G in GEORGIVS is low. 0 and second G are low. 

I in GEORGIVS is larger. First I in III tilts 
sharply to left and second I tilts slightly to 
left. Period after I is centered and midway 
between I and R. R in REX tilts left. E is 
nearer X than R. Period after X is above the 
center line and slightly nearer X. 

9 31 0 in GEORGIVS is high and nearer E than R. 

Second G is high. Baseline of second and third 
I in III extends higher than baseline of R in 
REX. Period after I is centered and nearer R. 
REX is evenly spaced. E tilts slightly right. 
X is quite distant from curl. (Totally unlike 
Obv. § ^ - also matched with Rev. "B") X 

tilts left. Period actually is centered and 
midway between X and curl. 

10 27 1/2 G in GEORGIVS is far from E. 0 nearer E than 

R. R is very near G. V is above baseline. 

Top of S is weakly formed. First I in III is 
low and tilts left. Baseline of third I even 
with baseline of R in REX. Period after I is 
centered and nearer I than R. Unique: when 
vertical upright of R is extended, it passes 
right under the tip of the nose of King George 
(R is usually opposite King's nose bridge on 
any other Obv. variety). E in REX is nearer X 
than R. X seems higher than normal baseline. 

X very near curl. Period after X is centered 
and midway between X and curl. 


11 30 0 in GEORGIVS is nearer to E than R. V is high. 

Second I in III is slightly high and tilts left 
slightly. Period after I is centered and nearer 
I than R. E in REX tilts slightly right. Very 
little space between letters of REX. X is very 
near curl. Period after X is centered and it is 
midway between X and curl. 


H 


B 


W 


D 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


OBVERSES, with "no period" after "GEORGIVS": 


6i+ths in. 
OBV. # ". to ." 

****** ********* 


Characteristics 

************************************************* 


With 

Rev. 


30 G in GEORGIVS is distant from E. 0 is high. R 

tilts left. Second G close to I. Second I in 
III is high. Third I tilts slightly to left. 
Period after I above center and midway between 
I and R. R in REX tilts left. E tilts right 
and is nearer X than R. X is high. Period is 
below center and is midway between X AND CURL. 

30 1/2 G in GEORGIVS is distant from E. Second I in III 
tilts left. Period after I centered and slightly 
nearer I than R. All letters in REX are widely 
spaced. R tilts left. E is high. Extension of 
vertical upright of R in REX would fall entirely 
on bridge of nose, above tip. Not to be confused 
with Obv. # 10. Period after X below center and 
midway between X and curl. Diameter line through 
the left most of top three leaves on King's head 
would almost touch right side of S in GEORGIVS. 


****************** 2 NEW OBVERSE/REVERSE SETS ******************* 


l4 32 First G is low. Second G is high. S is low and U1 

is very close to back of King's head. In III, the 
first I almost touches King's forehead at hairline. 
Second I tilts left and is nearly parallel with 
the first I. Second I is closer to the third I 
than first I. Period is at center and is midway 
between I and R. REX is spaced evenly. Period 
after X is low and closer to the curl than to X. 

This stack's Obverse appears similar to Newman 
Rev.# 9, except : E in REX is opposite the King's 
mouth on Obv. # 9, and E is opposite the King's 
upper lip on Obv. #14. No match. 

l6 31 (Closely resembles Newman Obverse #9) E is low L2 

in GEORGIVS. Base of 0 is high. R tilts slightly 
left. I is low. V is closer to S than I. S is 
low and tilts left. In III, third I tilts left and 
its base is higher than the base of R. Period is 
centered and is closer to I than R. REX is evenly 
spaced. R tilts left. E tilts right. Period after 
X is centered and midway between X and the curl. 

Curl ends prematurely. 


- T - 


DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


OBVERSES, "with period" after "GEORGIVS": 

64ths in. With 

OBV. # ". to ." Characteristics Rev. 

****** ********* ************************************************* ***** 


******************* ijEW OBVERSE ********************** 

15 32 E in GEORGIVS is unusually low. R tilts slightly 

32 left. I in GEORGIVS is nearer to G than V. The 

50 period after S is very close and it is right on 

the baseline. This period "may" actually be a 
die injury instead of a true period. 

** If such is the case, then Obv. # 15 would be 
a "no period" type Obverse! Time will tell. Ill 
is well spaced. Period after I is above center 
and nearer I than R. R in REX is as near to I as 
to E. E is nearer X than to R. Period after X is 
centered and nearer to X than to curl. Also, "S" 
is nearer 12 o'clock than is the first I of III. 


20 29 First G in GEORGIVS is low. 0 is nearer R than E. 

31 I in GEORGIVS tilts right. Period after S is 

50 1/2 centered. First I in III tilts left. Top line 
and baseline of III are flat. Period after I is 
centered and slightly nearer I than R. E in REX 
is high and nearer R than X. X is far from curl. 
Period after X is centered and nearer X than curl. 


30 1/2 Baseline of GEO is flat. R in GEORGIVS tilts to 

31 right. Second G nearer R than I. I in GEORGIVS 

50 1/2 tilts to right. IV are larger and lower than the 

baseline of GEORGIVS. V is nearer S than I. The 
period after S is below center. Small spacing 
within III and almost a flat baseline. Base of 
third I is higher than that of R in REX. Letters 

REX are well spaced. X is far from curl. Period 

after X is centered and midway between X and curl. 


31 E in GEORGIVS tilts right. 0 is nearer E than R. 

31 1/2 IV is larger and lower than baseline. Period after 
51 S is centered. First I in III tilts right, is low 

and too near second I. Period after I is centered 
and midway between I and R. Base of E is high and 
nearer R than X. Period after X is slightly below 
center and midway between X and curl. 



DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


OBVERSES, "with period" after "GEORGIVS": 

6Uths in. With 

OBV. # ". to ." Characteristics Rev. 

****** ********* ************************************************* ***** 


23 


2k 


25 


26 


27 


32 E in GEORGIVS tilts right. IV is larger and is Q 

28 1/2 slightly below baseline. S is distant from V and R 

h9 low. Yet, period after S is centered. First I in 

III is low and tilts slightly right. Period after 
I is above center and midway between I and R. REX 
is evenly spaced. Period after X is below center 
and midway between X and the curl. 

32 E is nearer G than 0. R tilts to left. IV is K 

30 larger. Tops of IV are higher than tops of G or S. 

51 V is nearer to S than I. S tilts slightly left. 

Baseline of III rises uniformly to right. Period 
after I is above normal center line of R and nearer 
to I. Letters of REX are well spaced and E is nearer 
R than X. X is far from the curl. 

33 First G in GEORGIVS is low. Both R and G tilt M 

28 slightly right. Vis large and below the baseline. S 

50 tilts left. Period is centered. First I in III is 

low. Second I tilts right, top is nearer third I, 
which is high. Period after I is centered and midway 
between I and R. Small spacing in REX. X is far from 
the curl. Period after X is centered and appears 
slightly nearer curl than X. 

35 First G is low. 0 is high and nearer R than E. The Y 

28 second G is low. V is larger. Period after S is 

51 1/2 centered. Secind I tilts left. Period after I is 

centered and midway between I and R. E in REX tilts 
slightly left. X is near curl. The period after X 
is centered and midway between X and curl. 

36 

28 

51 1/2 

First G is low. IV are larger and bases are below J 

baseline of GEORGIVS. Period after S is centered. 

First I of III is low. Second I is nearer to third 
than to first I. Ill is very tightly spaced. The 
period after I is above center and midway between I 
and R. X is near curl. Period after X is centered 
and almost touches the curl. 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


OBVERSES, "with period" after "GEORGIVS": 
64ths in. 


OBV. # 
****** 


to Characteristics 

********* ************************************************* 


With 

Rev. 

***** 


****************** A NEW OBVERSE **************** 

28 32 "R" in GEORGIVS tilts slightly right. "GI", both 

36 have bases above normal. I is closer to "G" than 

51 "V." "S" is distant from "V." Period after "S" is 

just below center line. Ill has normal baseline. 

Top of middle I is closer to first. But, as a whole 
III is located closer to the tip of the King's nose. 
Consequently, "R" continues progressively (as on 
Reverses § 2k, # 25, # 26, and # 2j) to slide even 
farther down the rim. The outside verticle edge of 
"R," when extended, intersects the King’s nose tip 
and the left serif of left base of "R" in GEORGIVS." 
Period is a hair closer to "I" than to "R." REX is 
normally spaced. "X" is very close to the period and 
the curl. Period almost touches curl. 


************** 


****************** 


***************** 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


REVERSES, with 6 harpstrings: 

Rev. Characteristics 

****** ************************************************************ 


With 

Obv.# 

***** 


A Small 7*s in date. Period after 3 is midway between 3 and V I 

in VIRGI. V is larger and is below baseline. First I tilts 
right. G is larger. Second I does not touch coat of arms. 

Third I tilts right and shaft extends down to right relative 
to horizontal divider. Full denticles. The right leaf ends 
to right of the first I. Left leaf ends opposite the right 
tip of left base serif of A. Large lion touches vertical 
line. Third (lowest of 3) small lion does touch branch. 

B 3 is smaller than second J. G distant from both R and I. 5 

Second I barely touches arms. The third I is parallel to 9 

horizontal divider. A of NIA tilts right. Horse's lower 
hind legs are weakly struck. Right leaf ends to right of 
first I. Left leaf ends opposite right tip of left base 
serif of A. Large lion does not touch vertical line. Third 
small lion touches branch. In some specimens, Uth, 5th, and 
6th strings from left side of harp are double. Period after 
A is above the center line. Period after 3 is centered. 


REVERSES, with T harpstrings; 

Rev. Characteristics 

****** *********************************************************** 


With 

Obv.# 

***** 


D Second T is higher than 3. Baseline of 73 does not clear 7 

arms. V is low and tilts slightly right. Top of G is not 11 

curled up. Second I does not touch arms. The third I is 15 

parallel to horizontal divider. Right leaf ends right of 
center of first I. Left leaf ends opposite right tip of 
left base serif of A. Large lion touches vertical line. 

Third small lion touches branch. Period after date is near 
top line. Period after A is above center. 

E Tops of 73 fall away from rim line, to right. VIRGI is 2 

evenly spaced. V is low, almost touches leaf and tilts to 
right. Top of G curls up. G is slightly high. Second I 
almost touches arms. N is low and it tilts right. Third 
I is parallel to the horizontal divider. Right leaf ends 
opposite center of the first I. Left leaf ends opposite 
center of A. Large lion does not touch vertical line. 

The third small lion touches branch. Third I parallel to 
horizontal divider. Period after A is centered. Period 
after 3 is near top line. 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


REVERSES, with T harpstrings: 

Rev. Characteristics 

****** *********************************************************** 


With 

Ohv.# 

***** 


F Tops of 73 fall away from rim line, to right. VIR bases are 3 

low. Top of G curls up. G is high. Second I naer to arms. 

N is low and tilts right. Third I is parallel to horizontal 
divider. Right leaf ends close to and opposite center of 
first I. Left leaf ends opposite center of A. Large lion 
touches vertical line. Third small lion touches branch. 

Both periods are above the center line. 


G Tops of 73 fall away sharply from rim, to right. VI bases h 

are low and both tilt right. G tilts right and top of G 
curls up. Top of G curls up. First I is parallel to the 
horizontal divider. Second I touches arms. Third I extension 
slopes down to right relative to horizontal divider. Right 
leaf ends opposite center of first I. Left leaf ends opposite 
center of A. Large lion does touch the vertical line. Third 
small lion touches branch. From top down, tail ends of the 3 
small lions get successively closer to the vertical line. 

Both periods are above center line. The period after A is 
distant. Unique: the base of the harp does not touch arms. 


H VIRGI is spaced evenly. First I tilts slightly left. Top of 8 

G is somewhat straight. Second I barely touches arms. The 
leaf under V has angular bend to straight vertical position. 

N is low. Third I shaft extension slopes down to the right 
relative to the horizontal divider. Right leaf ends opposite 
center of first I. Left leaf opposite left tip of right base 
serif of A. Large lion touches the vertical line. Third small 
lion touches branch. Both periods are above the center line. 


V is low. I is nearer to V than R. Top of G turns up just 27 

slightly. Second I touches arms. N touches arms. Third I 
slopes down to right relative to horizontal divider. The A 
tilts right slightly and has defective right base. Right 
leaf ends opposite left side of first I. Left leaf ends 
opposite center of left base serif of A. Large lion touches 
vertical line. The third small lion touches branch. Both 
periods are at the center line. 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


REVERSES, with T harpstrings: 

With 
Ohv.# 
****** 

2h 


3 

viiiLri IS spacea even±y. v tilts slightly right. First I tilts 
sharply right and is parallel to horizontal divider. G is very 
high above the baseline, is unique among Newman reverses and is 
midway between R and I. Second I barely touches arms. Both 
serifs are sharply oblique, but are neither parallel to the rim 
nor perpendicular to the vertical shaft of I. N in NIA is low. 
Third I slopes down to right relative to the horizontal 
divider. The right leaf ends opposite center of first I. 

Left leaf ends opposite the left tip of the right base serif 
of A. Large lion does touch the vertical line. Going from 
top down, tail ends of the 3 small lions get successively 
closer to the vertical line. When extended, inner quadrant 
diagonal above/right of horse splits period after A. Both 
periods are above center line. 

L2 (not a NEWMAN REV.-"E") (Actually more closely resembles a l6 

Rev.-"D" but: "no match") VIRGI is evenly spaced except G is 
much nearer second I than to R. Serif is missing on the G. 

The G on the Rev.-"E" is slightly high. Whereas, on this 
reverse, the G is slightly low. Baseline of NIA is perfect. 

NIA are exactly the same size. All letters on this reverse 
are larger than normal, sarnie size as the Obverse. V is low 
and touches leaf. First I tilts right. G tilts right. The 
Second I almost touches arms. Right leaf ends opposite right 
tip of base serif. Left leaf ends opposite right tip of left 
serif. Large lion touches vetical line. Third small lion 
touches the branch. Third I is parallel to horizontal divider. 

When extended, inner quadrant diagnal above/right of horse 
splits period after A. Periods after 3 and A are centered. 


Rev. Characteristics 

****** ************************************************************ 

K 3 is smaller than 7. V touches leaf. V is larger: U.5/64ths 
tall vs 4/64ths as normal. Otherwise, VIRGI has near perfect 
spacing and baseline. Second I barely touches arms. N and I 
are low. Third I is parallel to the horizontal divider. 

Right leaf ends opposite left tip of base of first I. Left 
leaf ends opposite left tip of right base serif of A. Large 
lion touches vertical line. The two bottom small lions touch 
branch and each other. Period after A is above center line. 
Period after 3 is centered. 

********************* 2 NEW REVERSES *********************** 

LI Tops of 73 fall away the rim, to right. 3 is smaller than 7. 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


REVERSES, with 7 harpstrings: 

Rev. Characteristics 

****** ************************************************************ 


With 

Obv,# 

****** 


M 3 is almost closed like an 0. VIRGI is spaced evenly except 25 

second I is nearer to G and touches arms. Third I is parallel 
to horizontal divider. Right leaf ends opposite left tip of 
base serif of first I. Left leaf ends opposite center of A. 

Large lion touches vertical line. Third small lion does not 
touch branch, but its hind leg does touch the vertical line. 

Both the periods are at the center line. When inner quadrant 
line above/right of horse is extended, it splits the period 
after A. This unusual characteristic uniquely occurs in only 
four other T-string harp reverses, 0, P, LI, and L2, and three 
8-string harp Reverses, Ul, X and Y. 

N V is low. VIR is widely spaced. RGI very closely spaced. 20 

G is large and its top curls up. Second I touches arms. 21 

Third I is parallel to horizontal divider. Right leaf ends 28 

opposite left tip of base serif of first I. Left leaf ends 
opposite left tip of right base serif of A. Large lion 
touches vertical line. Third small lion touches branch. 

Third I is high. A is high and left of normal position 
in relation to leaf. A is naerer to I than N is. Period 
after A is centered. The period after 3 is above center. 

0 In 73, 3 appears shorter. Tops of 73 fall away from the rim. I 4 

VIRGI is evenly spaced, except the long diagonal leg of R is 
near to G. V is low and tilts slightly right. G tilts right 
slightly. Second I barely touches arms. Third I is parallel 
to the horizontal divider. Right leaf ends opposite left tip 
of base serif of first I. Left leaf ends opposite right tip of left 
base serif of a defective A. Large lion touches vertical 
line. Third small lion does not touch branch. Both periods 
are above the center line. 

P V is low and tilts right. First I is nearer V than R. G is 4 

high and nearer R than I. Large gaps between first I and R 
as well as G and I, G is high. Second I touches arms and 
shows double cutting. N is low and tilts right. When the 
third I shaft center extends a line, it's exactly through 
the center of R, Third I is parallel to horizontal divider. 

Right leaf ends opposite right side of upright of first I. 

Left leaf ends opposite left tip of right base serif of A. 

Large lion touches vertical line. Third small lion touches 
branch and its hind leg is very near the vertical line. 

Period after A is above center line and distant from A, 

Period after the defective 3 is above center line. 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


REVERSES, with J harpstrings: 

Rev. Characteristics 

******* *********************************************************** 


With 

Obv.# 

****** 


Q Top of e is higher than J. V is low. First I tilts right, 23 

slightly. R tilts right. G is nearer to I than R. second I 
touches arms. Top of third I tilts right and shaft extended 
slopes down to right relative to horizontal divider. The Left 
upright of A is 1/4 as thick as the right upright. Right leaf 
ends opposite left tip of base serif of first I. Left leaf 
ends opposite cente of A. Large lion does not touch vertical 
line. Third small lion touches branch. Period after A is 
centered. Period after 3 is above center. 


R Top of 3 is lower than T. V is low, touches leaf and tilts 23 

right. First I is nearer R than V and I tilts right. R 
tilts left and is nearer I than G. Second I touches arms. 

Third I parallel to horizontal divider. Right Leaf ends 
opposite left side of upright of first I. Left leaf ends 
opposite right tip of left base serif of A. Large lion 
touches vertical line. Third small lion's front leg touches 
branch and its hind leg touches vertical line. Period after 
A is above center line. Period after 3 is centered. 


S 3 is smaller than 7. V is distant from first I. V touches 22 

leaf, but is not below baseline. G tilts right and nearer 
to I than R. Second I touches arms. Third I tilts right, 
shaft extension slopes down to right relative to horizontal 
divider. A is high and tilts left. The right leaf ends 
opposite left side of upright of the first I. Left leaf 
ends opposite center of A. Large lion touches vertical 
line. Third small lion touches branch. Period after A is 
centered. Period after 3 is at the top line. 


T V touches leaf, but is not below baseline. R tilts to left. 13 
Second I barely touches arms. Third I is parallel to the 
horizontal divider. A is distant from third I. Right leaf 
ends opposite the right side of upright of first I. Left 
leaf ends close to and opposite right tip of left base serif 
A. Large lion touches vertical line. Third small lion 
does not touch branch. Both periods are centered. 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


REVERSES, with 8 harpstrings: 

Rev. Characteristics 

****** *********************************************************** 
******************* REVERSE ********************* 

U1 V touches leaf and tilts right, VIRGI is evenly spaced, 
except G is meaner to I than R. Second I touches arms. 

Third I slopes down to right relative to horizontal divider. 

Right leaf ends opposite left tip of base serif of first I. 

Left leaf ends opposite center of A. A appears to ahve a 
defective right base serif. Large lion touches the vertical 
line. Third small lion touches branch and back leg almost 
touches vertical line. Extended inner quadrant diagnal line 
above/right of horse splits period after A. In NIA, I is 
nearer to A. Period after 3 is high. Period after A is a 
bit far and above center line. This reverse somewhat 
resembles Newman Rev.-¥. Tight spacing of NIA is uncommon. 

V Top of 7 slopes down to right. V touches leaf and tilts to 
right. First I tilts right. G tilts right and is nearer I 
than R. Second I touches arms. Extended shaft of third I 
slopes down to right relative to horizontal divider. Right 
leaf ends opposite left tip of base serif of first I, Left 
leaf ends opposite center of A. Large lion clear of vertical 
line. Three small lions progressively closer to vertical 
line. Period after A is above center. Period after 3 centered, 

W Top of 7 slopes down to right. 3 is smaller than 7. V is 10 

low and tilts right. R tilts slightly right. G tilts to 12 

the right. Second I barely touches arms. N is low. The 
third I is parallel to the horizontal divider. Right leaf 
ends opposite left tip of base serif of first I. Left leaf 
ends opposite right tip of left base serif of A. Large lion 
does not touch vertical line. Third small lion touches 
branch. Period after 3 and after A are above center line. 

Two distinct die breaks in arms, right and left, just below 
horizontal divider. 


With 

Obv.# 

****** 


Ih 


13 


X V is low and tilts right. R tilts right. G is distant 6 

from second I and the top of G curls up. Third I tilts 20 

right and its shaft extension slopes down to the right 
relative to the horizontal divider. Right leaf ends 
opposite left side of upright of first I. Left leaf close 
to and ends opposite center of A. Large lion touches 
vertical line. Third small lion touches branch. Period 
after A above the center line. Period after 3 is near top 
line. When extended, the inner quadrant line above/right 
of horse passes exactly through center of period after A. 


- 16 - 


DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 


REVERSES, with 8 harpstrings: 

Rev. Characteristics 

****** *********************************************************** 


Y VIRGI is perfect, except right half of V is very weak. 
Second I touches arms. N is below baseline. Third I 
tilts slightly left and its shaft extension slopes up 
to right relative to horizontal divider. Right leaf ends 
opposite left side of upright of first I. Left leaf 
close to and opposite right tip of left base serif of A. 
Large lion touches vertical line. Third small lion 
touches branch. Period after A is above center and split 
by diagnal line above horse. Period after 3 is centered. 


Z V is low. Leaf under V terminates at base of V, prematurely. 
I tilts right. R tilts right. G tilts slightly right. 

Second I touches arms. Horse has only single hind leg. N 
tilts right. A tilts right. Third I tilts slightly right 
and shaft extension slopes down to right relative to the 
horizontal divider. Right leaf ends opposite left side of 
upright of first I. Left leaf close to and ends opposite 
right tip of left base serif of A. Large lion touches the 
vertical line. Third small lion touches branch. Flat 
period after A is near top line. Flat period after 3 is 
above center line. 


REVERSES, with 9 harpstrings: 


Rev. Characteristics 

****** ************************************************************ 


RM (impression struck from die in Royal Mint Museum.) Period 

after 3 is nearer V than 3. VIRGI are evenly spaced. R 
tilts right. G is low. Second I close to arms. Third I 
tilts right and shaft extension slopes down to the right 
relative to the horizontal divider. A of NIA tilts right. 
Right leaf ends opposite the right side upright of first I. 
Left leaf ends opposite left tip of left base serif of A. 
Large lion touches vertical line. Third small lion touches 
branch. Both periods are slightly above the center line. 

*********** ************* ************ 


With 

Obv.# 

****** 


26 


5 


With 
Obv. # 
****** 


None 
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DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENNY 





NEW 

UNPUBLISHED VARIETY SETS REVEALED 

SINCE "ADDITIONS" 

No. 

Set 

Pd./ No Pd. - Harpstrings 

Source 

**** 

******** 

***************************** 

**************************** 

1. 

"S-Ll” 

(No Period - T String Harp) 

Merkin Sale, Lot # 253, 9-7^. 

2. 

"16-L2" 

(No Period - 7 String Harp) 

New Netherlands Sale, Lot # 
1060 , -19 . 

3. 

"iL-Ul” 

(No Period - 8 String Harp) 

STACK'S Sale, Lot # 8Ul, 

19_. 

1 +. 

"28-N" 

(W/ Period - 7 String Harp) 

In Robert Vlack's collection. 
Sold in 1976 , by New England 
Rare Coins Auctions (Not any 
Longer in Business) 


»********^t******************************************************************* 

********************** REVERSE VATRIETIES *****************^fr*****5t 


In the future, because of the limitation of the alphabet, all new 
Newman reverses with 6 harpstrings (if any) would be assigned the 
letter "C" and a numeric value: Cl, C2, etc. 

All new Newman reverses with 7 harpstrings will be assigned the 
letter "L" and a numeric value: LI, L2, etc. 

All new Newman reverses with 8 harpstrings will be assigned the 
letter "U" and a numeric value: U1, U2, etc. 


*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 


*** *** *** 


The author will be grateful if readers will check their specimens 
of the colonial Virginia copper halfpence to determine if any 
appear to be new obverse or reverse varieties, or variety sets. 

If such is the case, please contact the author immediately. 

The Newman Die Variety Classification Index will always have the 
flexibility to accommodate additional legitimate die varieties. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE MERKIN LOT # 253 

9/11/74 - SPECIMEN: 3-"E" 

(New Variety Set: 3-Ll) 

Characteristics: Conforming / Normal / and Different (Unique) 

Obverse: All the detail characteristics of this obverse are identical with 

Newman Obv. # 3, "no period" after S and a measurement to 
of 30/64ths of an inch, a perfect match. 

Wherein, the following characteristics occur on both the Merkin 
the Newman obverses: 

G is distant from E. 

0 is nearer E than R. 

R tilts right. 

Baseline of the third I is higher than that of R. 

Top of third I tilts left. 

Period after I is centered and is midway between I and R. 

R in REX is located opposite the King's nose exactly the same. 

E in REX is nearer X than R. 

Reverse: With a 7-string harp, this is a totally "new" and distinct reverse 

from any recorded Newman reverses. Therefore, the new Newman die 
variety classification of LI is created to distinguish it in the 
future. 

Whereas, the Merkin sale lot # 253 described this reverse as 
3-"E", this reverse more closely resembles Newman reverse F than 
E. While the variety set of 3-F would be a Newman natural, this 
is not the case, here. There is no match, period. 

New Newman reverse LI has something very unique among its distinct 
detail characteristics: 

The "first 7" in the date is flat on top, or seems squared in 
general appearance, so that the top line is not parallel 
with the rim and the vertical shaft trails down almost at a 90 
degree angle. While several Newman reverses show the first 7 
with a flat-like top, all show a trailing vertical shaft that 
curves or angles back towards the 1, so as not to form a right 
angle with the top. 

Also, the G in VIRGI on the Merkin reverse is higher above the 
normal baseline than the G on any current Newman reverse. 

Both serifs on the second I are sharply oblique, neither 
parallel to the rim, nor perpendicular to the vertical shaft 
of the I. 

These three very distinct variations of normal minor die variety 
detail are aptly characteristic of the workmanship of the London 
Tower Mint. Therefore, the final die variety set classification 
of the Merkin Lot # 253 is 3-Ll. 


CLASSIFICATION OF THE STACK’S LOT # 3kl 

_/_/--SPECIMEN: ll+-'’U" 

(New Variety Set: lU-Ul) 


Characteristics: Conforming / Normal / and Different 


Obverse: There is no period after "S" in GEORGIYS. There are 32/64 ths of 

an inch between the two periods. 

The first G is low. Second G is high. S is low and very close 
to the back of King’s head. In III, the first I almost touches 
King’s forehead, at the hairline. Second I tilts left and is 
nearly parallel with the first I. Second I is nearer to third I 
than to first I. Period is at center and midway between I and R. 
REX is spaced evenly. Period after X is low and nearer to the 
curl than to X. This obverse appears similar to Newman Obv.# 9, 
except "E" in REX is opposite King’s mouth on # 9, and "E” is 
opposite King’s upper lip on l4. 


Reverse: With an 8-string harp, this is a totally "new" and distinct 

reverse from any recorded Newman reverses. Therefore, the new 
Newman die variety classification of U1 is created to distinguish 
it in the future. 

V touches leaf and tilts right. VIRGI is evenly spaced, except G 
is nearer to I than R. Second I touches arms. Third I slopes 
down to right relative to horizontal divider. Right leaf ends 
opposite left tip of base serif of first I. Left leaf ends 
opposite center of A. A appears to have defective right serif. 
Large lion does touch vertical line. Extension of inner quadrant 
line above/right of horse does not pass through period after A. 

In NIA, I is nearer to A. Period after 3 is high. Period after 
A is a bit far and above center line. This reverse somewhat 
resembles Newman Rev.-W. However, the tight spacing and right 
tilt of N, I and A is quite uncommon for 8-string harp reverses. 
No match. 


CLASSIFICATION OF THE NEW NETHERLANDS LOT # I060 

_/_/--SPECIMEN: l4-"E" 

(New Variety Set: l6-L2) 


Characteristics: Conforming / Normal / and Different 

Obverse: There is no period after "S" in GEORGIVS. There are 31/6U ths of 

an inch between the two periods. 

(Closely resembles Obv. #9) E in GEORGIVS is low. Base of 0 is 
high. R tilts slightly left. I is low. V is nearer to S than 

to I. S is low and tilts left. In III, third I tilts left and 

its base is higher than the base of R. Period is centered and 

nearer to I than to R. REX is spaced evenly. R tilts left. E 

tilts right. Period after X is centered and midway between X 
and the curl. Curl ends prematurely. 


Reverse: With a T-string harp, this is a totally "new" and distinct 

reverse from any recorded Newman reverses. Therefore, the new 
Newman die variety classification of L2 is created to distinguish 
it in the future. 

(Not a Newman reverse "E") (it actually more closely resembles a 
Newman reverse "D") The top line of "73" in date on Newman 
Rev.-"E" falls away from the rim down to right. This is not true 
in the case of this new Rev.-"L2." No match. On Newman Rev.-"E", 
VIRGI is very evenly spaced, but on this "L2" reverse, the G is 
much nearer to the second I than to R. No match. Unlike on the 
Rev.-"E," this reverse is missing a serif on the G. No match. 
Finally, for the G, on the actual Newman Rev.-"E," the G is also 
slightly high. Whereas, on this New Netherlands reverse, the G is 
actually slightly low. (Yes, below the baseline) No match. On 
the Newman Rev.-"E," the N in NIA is below the normal baseline, 
while NIA on the New Netherlands reverse have a perfect baseline. 
No match. On the Newman Rev.-"E," A in NIA, is nearer to the 
branch and it is larger than N or I. Not so on the New 
Netherlands reverse. No match. The reason that this New 
Netherlands reverse does not match Newman Rev.-"D," either, is 
with the G in VIRGI. On the Rev.-"D," the G in VIRGI is even 
with the baseline and not low as is the G on the New Netherlands 
reverse. Again, no match. 

In fact, the overall size of the New Netherlands reverse letters, 
VIRGI and NIA make them larger than the normal London Tower Mint 
reverse lettering. No match. 

The V is low and touches the leaf. First I tilts right. G tilts 
right. Second I almost touches arms. Right leaf ends opposite 
the right tip of the base serif. Left leaf ends opposite the 
right tip of the left serif. Large lion touches the vertical 
line. Third small lion touches branch. Third I is parallel to 
horizontal divider. Extension of inner quadrant line above/right 
of horse exactly splits center of period after A. Periods after 
3 and A are centered. 



DIE VARIETY CLASSIFICATION INDEX 
FOR 

THE COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENCE 
From: 

1976 Sale of Robert Vlack's Collection 
By: New England Rare Coin Auctions 

OBVERSES, "with period" after "GEORGIVS": 

births in. With 

OBV. # to Characteristics Rev. 

****** ********* ************************************************* ***** 


****************** ^ OBVERSE ****************** 

"R" in GEORGIVS tilts slightly right. "GI", both N 

have bases above normal. I is closer to "G" than 
"V." "S" is distant from "V." Period after "S" is 

just below center line. Ill has normal baseline. 

Top of middle I is closer to first. But, as a whole 
III is located closer to the tip of the King's nose. 
Consequently, "R" continues progressively (as on 
Reverses # 2k, # 25, # 26, and § 2j) to slide even 
farther down the rim. The outside verticle edge of 
"R," when extended, intersects the King's nose tip 
and the left serif of left base of "R" in GEORGIVS." 
Period is a hair closer to "I" than to "R." REX is 
normally spaced. "X" is very close to the period and 
the curl. Period almost touches curl. 


With 

Rev. Characteristics Obv. ft 

****** ******************************************************* **5t5e*** 

N V is low. VIR is widely spaced. RGI is very closely 20 

spaced. G is unusually large (Unique) and its top curls 21 
up. Second I touches arms. Third I is parallel to the 28 


horizontal divider. Right leaf ends opposite left tip of 
base serif of first I. Left leaf ends opposite left tip 
of right base serif of A. Large lion touches the vertical 
line. Third small lion touches branch. Third I is high. 

A is high and left of normal position in relation to leaf. 
A is nearer to I than N is. Period after A is centered. 
The period after 3 is above center. 


28 32 

36 
51 


